Tuesday, July 15, 2003

NASA HQ announces
Whitlow to fill soon
vacant slot as KSC
deputy director

A KSC Deputy Director Named: William F. Readdy,
associate administrator for Space Flight at NASA Headquar-
tersin Washington, yesterday named Woodrow Whitlow Jr.
asthe new deputy director of KSC, effective Aug. 31. Whit-
low will succeed Jm Kennedy, who becomes Center director
Aug. 10. Whitlow has served as director of Research and
Technology & NASA's Glenn Research Center, Cleveland,
since 1998.

A NASA spacecr aft arrivesat Vandenberg Air Force
Baselaunch ste: The
NASA spacecraft designed to
test two important predictions
of Albert Eingtein’s Theory of
Genera Reativity was shipped
yesterday from the Lockheed
Martin Space Systems Fecility
in Sunnyvale, Cdif., to the
launch site a Vandenberg Air
Force Base, Cdlif., after com-
pleting environmental testing.
NASA's Gravity Probe B

- mission, also known as GP-B,
will usefour ultra-precise gyroscopesto test Eingtein's theory
that space and time are digtorted by the presence of massive
objects. To accomplish this, the mission will measure two fac-
tors -- how space and time are warped by the presence of the
Earth, and how the Earth’ s rotation drags space-time around
with it.

A ELV Update The SIRTF observatory isinNASA’s
class 10,000 laminar flow clean room at spacecraft Hangar
AE awaiting its return to the launch pad Aug. 10. Observa
tory power-on testing resumed last week. Ingtallation of the
flight battery followed by the associated eectrica testing is
scheduled for July 21- 22. Erection of the Boeing Deltall
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Gravity Probe B
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Einstein’s theory

launch vehicle on Pad 17-B will begin July 17 with the erec-
tion of thefirst stage. Erection of the nine solid rocket boost-
ersiscurrently scheduled to occur in sets of three on July 19,
22 and 24. The second stageis planned for hoisting atop the
first stage July 28.

SIRTF isthe fourth and
final dement in NASA’sfam-
ily of orhiting “ Great Obser-
vatories” All objectsinthe
universe with temperatures
above absolute zero
(- 460° F) emit someinfrared
radiation, or heat. Infrared . .
wavelengthslie beyond the red portion of the visible spectrum
and areinvisible to the human eye. For moreinformation, go
totheWeb at http://srtf.caltech.edu/ .

@ Health Tip from KSC Fitness Center: Banish Buffet
Thinking. Do you suffer from buffet thinking? If your temp-
tation level riseswhen morefood items are readily available,
then you probably do. A recent study suggested that the more
food choices you have, the more you will eat. Stick to a
hedthy variety of afewer number of items and you may be
lesslikely to overedt.

© Did You Know? About 13 hillion yearsago in adistant
cluster of stars, aplanet formed. Remarkably it' s till there,
according to astronomers using the Hubble Space Telescope.
This confirmation means planets formed very early inthe his-
tory of our universe—only one or two hillion years after the
Big Bangitsdlf. Orbiting apair of burned-out starsin the
crowded globular cluster “M4,” the planet istoo smdl to see
from Earth. Backyard sky watchers can, however, see the star
cluster inwhichit lives. Read thefull story at
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines’y2003/10jul_psrplanet.htm.
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